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We wish to a 


Pologize to the readers for the following 
errors: 


A) Page 13. "Class Struggle and Racism" 


continues on 
page 12. 


3) Page ls. A serious typographical error was committed, 

The second sentence should read “Without a Move- 
ment of National Liberation, there js 1o possibility of 
constructing a reunified M exicano Nation and turning 
back the tide of reaction." 
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PREFACE 


The Movimiento de Liberacion Nacional, founded in 
1977, is a national anti-imperialist organization of Chicano/ 
Mexicano and Puerto Rican peoples. Our organization repre- 
sents the unity that is developing between the largest 
groupings of Spanish-Speaking people in the U.S. Before, our 
struggles existed in isolation from one another, but we now 
recognize the commonality of our struggles and of our 
oppression. Both of our peoples in the U.S. have suffered 
colonial oppression since the U.S. militarily intervened in 
our nations. 
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INTRODUCTION 


Since the early 1500s, with the Spanish conquest and 
colonization of the new world, the Mexican people have 
struggled against injustices and colonization. Our people 
struggled against Spain for 300 years until the first indepen- 
dence was attained in 1821 by a fully constituted nation. 
During that epoch the Mexican people had a distant neighbor, 
the U.S. that represented a rising capitalist power whose 
imperial nature was/is expansion through war for plunder. 
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The United States of North America, since the time of 
Thomas Jefferson's administration, coveted the resources 
and land of the Mexican people. The capitalist dynamic 
needed access to the Pacific Ocean, resources, land, labor 
and markets. These needs were to be met through the expan- 
sionist belligerent nature of capitalism, at the expense of the 
Mexicano people. 

In 1825, Joel Poinsett, first U.S. ambassador to Mexico, 
was commissioned to bargain for the purchase of the 
Northern territory of Mexico, a region containing the present 
states of Arizona, California, New Mexico, Texas, Colorado, 
Utah, Nevada and parts of Coahuila and Sonora. Even though 
Poinsett's influence was great among Mexican federalists 
and Republicans such as Lorenzo de Zavala, Valentin Gomez 
Farias, Nicolas Bravo and Guadalupe Victoria (who was 
president of Mexico from 1824-1829 during the Poinsett's 
stay in Mexico) and other so-called liberal Masons, Mexico 
refused to sell a vast part of the nation. This refusal set in 
motion the forces that would formalize through executive 
power the unjust war of annexation. 

With the election of President Polk in 1844, the expan- 
sionist financial sector (Southern banks, land speculators, 
investors in slavery and the interests of international 
commerce) began to see their interests represented by the 
power of the state. Polk campaigned for election on a plat- 
form that catered to the expansionist and annexationist 
interests. At this point the superstructure of capitalism was 
in a position to annex the Northern half of the Mexicano 
nation. Beginning with the Monroe Doctrine in 1823, and 
its subsequent Manifestation is the concept of Manifest 
Destiny, a white chauvinist religious ideology infused with 
the presumed.democratic spirit of Calvinism, public opinion 
was molded and a national social base established for execu- 
ting the designs of the nonproductive sector (the ruling 
class). In 1846, Polk declared war on Mexico by hood- 
winking the U.S. Congress. The land of Patrick Henry and 
Jefferson, under cover of a Constitution that to this day 
pretends to determine other people's destinies was to 
distinguish itself by the atrocities it committed against the 
aroused civilian population in Mexico. Thus, began the one 
hundred thirty-five years nightmare for the inhabitants of 
the militarily occupied northern half of Mexico, who 
entered the historical stage of a second colonization. 
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Mexico, a nation traversing a period extending over 80 
years of strife, of coup and countercoup, subverted from 
within, at the mercy of the colonial church and feudal 
landowners, was a weak nation and succumbed to the 
industry and superior firepower of rising capitalism. The 
battles of Churubuscu, E! Castillo de Chapultepec with Los 
Ninos Heroes, as well as the rearguard activity to the supply 
line in the occupied territories remains as part of the heroic 
history of our peoples resistance to aggression. 

One of the most notable victories was the defeat of 
General Stephan Watts Kearny, the conqueror of New 
Mexico, at the battle of San Pascual in California, where the 
Mexicano peopleunderthe command of Andres Pico defeated 
the U.S. Army. Hostilities were to continue even after 1849. 
Following the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo the people in 
East Texas arose in what is known as the Cordova Rebellion. 
Theguerrilla war in South Texas under Juan Cortinas was 
defeated through genocide against the civilian population, as 
was the Aniceto Pizana guerilla in the same region in the 
pre-World War I period under the Plan de San Diego...At the 
beginning of the century the resistance to oppression took 
the form of class struggle. The worker's strikes in Cananea 
and Rio Blanco sparked the Mexican Revolution of 1910. 
Mexicanos in the occupied territories did open political work 
and organization in support of the persecuted revolutionaries 
in the north and the support of the peoples army. Volunteer 
contingents from throughout the Southwest participated in 
the initial battles against the Porfiriato dictatorship. For 
then as today the motive force in any real revolutionary 
process is the absolute control of the land. 
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The occupied territories torn from Mexico as a result of 
the (gringo) invasion contam immense mineral and energy 
resources as well as access to the Pacific and Atlantic Oceans. 
In terms of geography, the territory taken is enormous and 


constitutes over 945,000 square miles, which amounts to half 
of the Mexican National Territory. 


To clatm that unjust treaties, such as the Treaty of 
Guadalupe Hidalgo are worthy of recognition is not a task 
that will arise at any forseeable time. Such unjust treaties, 
whose articles were never meant to be upbeld, are worthy of 
recognition only msofar as they represent bistorical mile- 
stones of infamy and injustice. No country bas the rigbt to 
colonize another (nation). From a North/South and a Soutb/ 
North perspective we do not recognize the border that divides 
our nation. Tbe North American state ts not a duly integrated 
nation; it is a conglomerate of captive nations beld together 
by a federal system which guarantees ulisinate power to tbe 
wbite privileged elite and tosses alms to its aristocratized 
white working class. 

On August 24, 1821, the Treaty of Cordova was signed 
confirming independent Mexico as a kingdom loyal to the 
Spanish king, — de Iturbide, despotic dictator and self- 
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declared Emperor, was selected to govern Mexico. Iturbide 
signed the Colonization Law on Jan. 23, 1823. This law pro- 
vided for two types of land grants. One was for promoters 
to be called “Impressarios,” who could settle up to 200 
families under contract with the government; the other type 
was to allow individuals to possess land grants authorized by 
town councils called “Ayuntamientos.” This law was directed 
at the Northern provinces of Mexico or the present south- 
west. When the liberals took over Mexico through a military 
coup they developed a federal and republican form of govern- 
under the advice of Poinsett, and called it the United States 
of Mexico. Guadalupe Victoria, the second liberal president 
after Nicolas Bravo, took office on March 3, 1824, and 
remained until 1829. Victoria modified the colonization law 
on August 18, 1825. It now provided for the distribution of 
land to foreign immigrants of colonists...the liberals (known 
at that time as the American Party) also abolished slavery 
and proposed a policy of open frontiers for trade and 
commerce with other countries. (Today we can characterize 
the honorable Joel Robert Poinsettas the original predecessor 
of covert CIA activity in Latin America). 

More land grants and acreage were given after indepen- 
dence than during the Spanish period. The following are 
examples for the area of New Mexico and Southern Colorado: 








































Grant Acreage 

Beaubien and Miranda 1,714,764 1841 
Sangre de Cristo Mountains 1,038,195 1843 
Mora 827,889 1835 
Tierra Amarilla 525,515 1832 
Las Vegas 431,663 1836 
Baca Location I and II 189,522 1835 
Ortiz Mine 69,458 1833 
Chilili 41,481 1641 
Pablo Montoya 65,465 













After annexation (1848) the struggle over the land (land 
grant issue) intensified as a result of white settler encroach- 
ment. Forceful dispossession of the Chicano/Mexicano people 
was enacted by means of a sham legality and by brute force. 
Vast regions containing vital resources were nationalized by 
the U.S. government, and the rightful heirs to the land were 
denied access to those resources, becoming evermore isolated 
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into pockets in the mountain ranges or emigrating to the 
cities as a means of livelihood. 

Since 1848, with the imposition of the unjust Treaty of 
Guadalupe Hidalgo, the Chicano/Mexicano people have been 
denied access to their resources, freedom of movement, 
protection under the law, the retention of their land and the 
right to self-determination in the occupied territories North 
of the Rio Grande. Since the imposition under the law, the 
retention of their land tha the right to self-determination in 
the occupied territories North of the Rio Grande. Since the 
imposition of the border, intended to divide Mexico from 
those Chicano/Mexicanos residing within the occupied 
territories, our people have worked together, continued their 
migration, intermarried, sung the same songs, danced to the 
same music, read the same poets, and been subjected to the 
same repression in the form of dispossession, exploitation, 
racism. It was under the subtle ‘cover of constitutional 
guarantees, under the mask of citizenship, that our people 
were deceived and made into wage slaves. 


COLONIALISM 


Since 1836, the Chicano/Mexicano people have been the 
victims of multiple injustices and crimes ai the hands of the 
U.S. as a parallel to the gradual white settler encroachment 
which was compounded by dispossession and sham legality 
the colonialists initiated methods of psychological destruc- 
tion aimed at uprooting a people from their past in order to 
destroy their culture and all its component parts (language, 
common psychology, history etc.) Through colonization 
the yanquis hoped to make us a reflection of our enemy. 
The attempt to strip us of our identity had at its base the 
desire to make us more yanqui than the yanqui, to thus, 
consolidate for their posterity the illbegotten fruit of their 
injustice. The destruction of our orientation and vitality as 
a people is part of the process for implanting a “Colonial 
Mentality;" by means of terror, racism, and vilification. The 
discrimination and rejection of our own people from the 
south resulted from the attempts against our national con- 
sciousness as a Chicano/Mexicano people, which continues 
to constitute a threat of physical and psychological genocide. 
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For the oppressed had internalized the pervasive racist 
attitudes of society, the border was recognized and we began 
to say that we were Americans, Spanish-Americans, Hispanics, 
Chicanos, Latinos, Mexican-Americans, but not Chicano/ 
Mexicanos. In the minds of many, Chicano came to be all 
who descended from the postwar inhabitants of the occupied 
territories or who were born in the U.S. after 1848. This 
distinction continues to be applied against migrants today, 
as though migration had not existed before 1836. Some 
believe the colonizers in the Northern territories before 
independence were all Spaniards when in reality there were 
large contingents of Tlaxcaltecas, Otomies and many mix- 
tures of Mestizos. Historically independence constituted 
the nation to it's outer limits and settlements where the 
language was spoken. Chicano constitutes a distinction based 
on legality, their legality, the legality of the capitalist state, 
of borders and regions and citizenship. 

We recognize what appears to be a contradiction in terms. 
But let us not misunderstand why it is still being used. Even 
though the term had been used in the past it was not until 
the 1260's that we began to use the term Chicano, which 
was to become symbolic of our resistance. It was an epoch 
of repression against our people. We recognized we were 
under attack by the state in their continual attempts of 
physical and psychological genocide. There was a simul- 
taneous movement of resistance, so we set our to fight for 
“our rights" — our civil rights. This history was clearly a step 
forward in our struggles. But this did not provide an alter- 
native, the term Chicano became popular and has remained 
so but the movements stagnated and continued reformist 
due to the lack of ideological content. Understanding our 
past political development and with an eye to the future, we 
call ourselves Chicano/Mexicanos. Today from a deeper 
understanding of our true bistory as a militarily occupied 
nation with a resulting Chicano/Mexicano internal colony 
and a dependant capitalist state in the south we struggle as 
Chicano/Mexicanos towards the socialist reunification of our 
nation. 

The trend toward assimilation into the mainstream of 
society has been a part of the capitalist dynamic with its 
resultant class stratification and division of labor; but the 
same dynamic is unable to grant democratic and human 
rights because it incorporates national oppression and ex- 
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ploitation in its efforts to reap maximum profit and maintain 
division among third world people in the U.S. capitalist 
state. 
| Historically, the Chicano/Mexicano people have had to 
contend with the dangers of racism as it is utilized by the 
exploiters. Broad sectors of the North American population 
have been imbued with racism. Crude racism has traditionally 
been used in the U.S. to frustrate the gains of third world 
peoples in the U.S. Racism is used to justify the injustices 
committed against third world people in the U.S. The 
Chicano/Mexicano people like Blacks have suffered lynch- 
ings, burning at the stake, arbitrary execution and all types 
of genocidal practices at the hands of racists. The same con- 


Chicanos lynched in Santa Cruz, Calif. May 3, 1877 


ditions that affect Black people in the South are faced by 
the Chicano/Mexicano people in the occupied territory. We 
have similarities of struggle with other oppressed people, 
similarities based on sharing a common oppression and ex- 
ploitation in the U.S. center and in the third world. On the 
‘basis of this one strategic factor, and with the explicit re- 
. cognition of imperialism’s nonallegiance to singular nation 
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states, but rather to a transnational exploiter class, we 
accept as ours the aspirations and struggles, the defeats and 
victories, the advances and setbacks of the progressive for- 
ces of the world. Beginning from our plight in the U.S. 
center we embrace all those anti-colonial internal struggles 
that overlap on a subjectme basis: these are tbe struggle for 
Independence and Socialism for Puerto Rico; tbe struggle 
for self-determmation and mdependence for the. Black 
nation, and the struggle for reunification of the Chicano/ 
Mexicano people, the struggle for sovereignty of Native 
Americans. 

After U.S. capitalism accomplished a further leap in its 
economic and military development. based on the coloniza- 
tion of the Chicano/Mexicano people, it consolidated its 
experiences and national social base. The.imperialist process 
was then expanded to other countries coming out of semi- 
capitalist development in the western hemisphere, and the 
Pacific; to Puerto Rico and other parts of the Caribbean, 
Central and South America, the Fhillipines, Guam, and 
Hawan. The Monroe Doctrine was raised before the world 
to drive home the message of a rising new imperialist capi- 


— The Doctrine's peril Vitdluss of f “speak softly 
but carry a big stick” is the predecessor of the Nixon—Reagan 
Doctrine for our people in the Caribbean, Central and South 
America. 

In different regions of the world there exists the histori- 
cal experiences of nations that rise heroically against all con- 
ventional odds. Three of these nations are the Irish, the 
Basque and the Palestinians-these three struggles have de- 
flected the flow of history away from Eurocentrism and .- 
provide a scientific basis, like all progressive struggles, for the: 


accelerating decline of imperialism. 
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Such distrust and unrest is growing, but it has taken an 
extremely non-revolutionary, reactionary turn. We are 
referring in particular to the masses of white workers. The 
reactionary rightward swing of the working class movement 
is well documented. No union currently exists which is in- 
terested in destroying the ruling class, which is responsible 
for the super-exploitation of the working class. Rather, the 
unions revert to racism to eliminate “excess” third world 
workers in the U.S. in order to protect the privileges of their 
members. The judicial system  rescinds decisions meant to 
redress centuries of racist, dehumanizing injusticies to third 
world people within the empire. A growing popularity is en- 
joyed by extreme right-wing groups like the Minutemen and 
Ku Klux Klan. These contradictions in the white working 
class stem from its racism and privileged position as a class, 
with a vested imperial interest in the survival of capitalism. In 
order for the white working class to fulfill its revolutionary 
role, it must resolve these fundamental contradictions in its 
class consciousness. 


Tbe Chicano/Mexicano working class share none of tbe 
privileges enjoyed by tbe white working class. ‘Rather, with 
Puerto Rican and Black working classes, it sbares tbe same 
conditions imposed by a sophisticated system of racist in- 
spired colonization, low levels of education, income, and life 
expectancy wbile baving tbe bigbest rates of crime, alcobol- 
ism, drug addiction and suicides. 


Third World communities in the U.S. have a history of 
armed resistance to the manipulation and dominance of the 
ruling class, while the white working class responds with a 
patriotic fervor to the international crisis of imperalism 
through such scenarios as the Iran hostage situation. The role 
racism and privilege play in the imperialist, colonial and neo- 
colonial U.S. policy must be clearly understood by the white 
working class to enable it to participate in the revolution 
against U.S. imperialism. The colonial attempts to destroy 
the Chicano/Mexicano people's language, culture, economic 
and social ties (national consciousness/development) have led 
us to a clear understanding of racism and colonialism. 
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LIMITATIONS 
OF BOURGEOIS DEMOCRACY 


Today, we find the situation endured by the Chicano/ 
Mexicano people in the U.S. as being characterized by func- 
tional illiteracy, social and physical disease, repression in the 
overt physical forms, a negation of civil and democratic rights, 
blanket negation of workers rights and increasing lumpeniza- 
tion of the proletariat throughout the industrial centers of 
the U.S. Access to higher education, adequate health services, 
employment, freedom of assembly and speech, adequate hou- 
sing and transportation etc. are increasingly narrow and un- 
accessible to the Chicano/Mexicano people and other people 
held captive within the North American state. 

The Chicano/Mexicano people in the U.S. like the Puerto 
Rican, the Black and Native peoples, can not develop their 
social and cultural orientation freely. The formation of the 
social and cultural life of the Americas is determined by the 
laws of exploitation, by the systems of production and deve- 
lopment, by the oppression of races and cultures. Any refor- 
mist or partial changes cannot eliminate the contradictions 
that make our people a subjugated mass. History has proven 
than capitalism cannot solve this problem, because its own 
dynamics of class domination, lead it to incorporate national 
oppression into its very system of operation. The real and 
total liberation of oppressed peoples and classes is impossible 
in the framework of a society divided into classes, exploiters 
and exploited. 


CLASS STRUGGLE AND RACISM 


Today, the repression against oppressed Third World peo- 
ple in the U.S. is increasing. The international failures: eco- 
nomic, political and military ofthe imperialist policy designed 
by the Trilateral Commission exposes the contradiction with 
its own hegemonist aims. With the growing independence of 
Third World countries from U.S. domination thru armed re- 
volutions and the increased competition among the trilatera- 
lists centers of the world; one would expect the growing 
general crisis to accelerate the unrest and alienation against 
the monopolist plutocracy which determines the imperialist 
policy of the U.S. 
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A MOVEMENT OF 
NATIONAL LIBERATION 


We live in an epocb of declining imperialism and rising 
movements of National Liberation, wbicb today are tbe 
cutting edge against imperialism. Many  so- called Marxists 
believe that a Movement of National Liberation in the U.S. 
is out of context, but that is a legalistic concept of today's 
reality, the same is citizenship as applicable to a Mexicano. 
The application of classical Marxism continues today in the 
U.S. without noting the development of imperialism. There is 
a tremendous propensity to struggle within the framework in- 
herited from the capitalist past. 

Just as our people cannot struggle for democratic rights 
under cover of a nation, neither can the working class struggle 
to transcend bourgeois democracy and establish the dictator- 
ship of the proletariat with the white working class vehicle in 
the U.S. Witbout a movement of National Liberation tbere is 
no possibility of constructing a Reunified Socialist Mexican 
Nation and turning back tbe tide of reaction. A liberation 
movement must welcome the participation of those proved 
sectors of the working class. The Movement of National 
Liberation in the U.S. is a necessary and indispensable step 
for the construction of socialism throughout the hemisphere. 
Construction of Socialism in Mexico, El Salvador, Nicaragua, 
Puerto Rico, Quebec, is not possible without the objective 
decline of U.S. imperialism. 































Chicanos and Puerto Ricans conmemorate Los Seis 
in Boulder, Colorado, May, 1978. 
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just as our people cannot struggle for democratic rights 
under cover of a nation, neither can the working class struggle 
to transcend bourgeois democracy and establish the dictator- 
ship of the proletariat with the white working class vehicle in 
the U.S. Without a movement of National Liberation there is 
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Mexicano Nation and turning back the tide of reaction. A 
liberation movement must welcome the participation of 
those proved sectors of the working class. The Movement of 
National Liberation in the U.S. is a necessary and indispen- 
sable step for the construction of socialism throughout the 
hemisphere. Construction of Socialism in Mexico, El Salvador, 
Nicaragua, Puerto Rico, Quebec, is not possible without 
the objective decline of U.S. imperialism. 

In the construction of Socialism we will conduct ourselves 
in accordance to the learned experience of other struggles 
and the urgent needs of our movement in the U.S. We recog- 
nize that the Mexican working class will propel the movement 
forward, and overcome the defects of sectarianism and 
dogmatism. 

The Movement for National Liberation in the occupied 
territory is not in contradiction with the liberation struggle 
for Socialism in Mexico, according to strategic and tactical 
factors, we will develop the rearguard struggle for the Social- 
ist Reunification of Mexico. 


LAND WILL BE RECONQUERED 
MAPS WILL BE CHANGED 
COUNTRIES WILL BE RENAMED 
VIVA MEXICO REUNIFICADO Y SOCIALISTA 
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